largest of Lesser Sunda Islands, South-eastern Asia, northwest of Australia (Fig. 1) .
Human occupation in East Timor has been recently dated from before 30,000 BP [7] . The present East Timor population reflects centuries of successive immigration of people including mainly Melanesian, Malayo-Polynesian but also, more recently, some Chinese, Arabic, Indian and African, besides the European, especially Portuguese [8] . The result is an ethnolinguistic mosaic for which different numbers of groups and classifications have been reported. Portuguese anthropological missions in 1950s and 1960s have detected 31 groups [9] .
As a result of an international cooperation with East Timor Health Ministry and Universidade Nacional de Timor Leste, with several Portuguese institutions, we developed a project, POP-Gene Timor, to characterize the genetic variation in the population of East Timor [10] . This project offers the first haplotype frequency study available to local law authorities, while giving some clues on the possible origins of present East Timor population, as regarded by Y chromosome haplotype analysis and comparisons with populations from the region of concern.
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